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President’s Report

by Eddie Harrison

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself as the newly elected Board
President of MOWPA. I am honored to be elected as figurehead of this dynamic
organization. I have over 30 years of installation experience in the OSDS industry,
and I have been a board member since 2012.
I am passionate about the work this organization is capable of doing. I have
seen many accomplishments achieved in bringing the OSDS stake holders
together for the common good of this industry. We have been instrumental in
helping the installers, vendors and designers adjust to the new BAT regulations.
Communication with regulators has been a key element to this. I want to build on
our commitment to educate our membership on the continuing evolution of our
industry.  As more land is being developed, we need to be more creative in the
treatment and disposal of sewage. We at MOWPA want to continue to have a voice
at the table when federal regulations and executive restrictions are imposed. We
want to carry out these directives in ways that not only accomplish desired goals,
but also in ways that are palatable for all parties.
I have witnessed very good things since I have been involved with MOWPA. Most
professionals want to do a quality job and meet all regulatory requirements. I
believe that if a professional understands the ‘hows’ and ‘whys’ of regulations, he
is more likely to conform to the higher standards.   Regulators, with input from the
private sector, can write and administer regulations that not only accomplish their
goals, but also can be accepted by the private sector.
Education is an important block in in the foundation of our organization.   Members
and board members have put in many hours of hard work to develop classes which
are accurate and up to the highest possible industry standards.  Some are required
courses by MDE to perform specific services; others are developed to enhance the
knowledge of or membership.  MOWPA also seeks guidance from MDE and local
Health Departments on a continuous basis to make sure all codes and policies are
followed in the curriculum these courses.
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My goals are simple:
• Continue to reach out to all interested parties of the onsite industry for their
input and knowledge;
• Advance the education of the professionals in our industry;
• Keep our membership up to date on any changes, pending or imminent, in our
industry;
• Continue with our Community Outreach program;
• Seek out solutions to design and regulatory gaps due to the recent major
changes;
MOWPA

       Contact us at 443.570.2029 or info@mowpa.org

1

President’s Report Cont.

by Eddie Harrison

• Reach out to the professionals that aren’t adequately represented in MOWPA:
-     All Designers, Engineers, and Surveyors
-     Southern MD Regulators and installers
-     Eastern Shore Regulators and Installers
-     Western MD Regulators and Installers
Please come out to our meetings, get involved. We’ve done a lot of good work, but there is so much more to
be done. Be part of the solution! There are many more changes and challenges to come to this industry. I am
honored to be selected to lead this fine organization and look forward to raising the standard of this vital industry.
Sincerely,

Eddie Harrison

Changes
to
COMAR
Regulations
by Rob Sell
MDE again implemented changes to COMAR 26.04.02
that became effective on May 12, 2014.  Here are a few

This tank was a part of a 12,000 gpd Walden SBR treatment
system installed at the West Nottingham Academy in Cecil
County.

of the highlights from the most recent changes:
• For residential disposal systems, the minimum size
septic tank is now 1,000 gallons (750 gallon tanks
will no longer be allowed).  More information can
be found in 26.04.02.05A.  Also, for both residential
and commercial systems, backwash from potable
water treatment devices WILL NOT be included in
the flow to the BAT system.  This backwash water
MOWPA

must bypass the BAT system and flow directly to
the disposal system.
• The maximum hydraulic loading rates for the
disposal systems has changed.  For systems with
design flows less than 5,000 gpd, the maximum
application rate will be 1.2 gpd/sf.  For system with
design flows greater than 5,000 gpd, that are
not required to have a Groundwater Discharge
Permit, the maximum application rate will be 0.8
gpd/sf.  This rate can be increased to 1.2 gpd/sf
if a groundwater discharge permit is issued and
advanced treatment employed.  Details can be
found in 26.04.02.05K.
• At-grade mound systems are now considered
conventional systems.  Installers of at-grade
systems must be certified by MDE by completing a
course of study and examination that will be given
by MDE annually.  The certified installer MUST be
present during any construction of an at-grade
system.  Additional information can be found in
26.04.02V.
• Clarification and additional information has
been provided for the design and installation of
on-site systems with design flows greater than
1,500 gpm and less than 5,000 gpm.  Any system
that fall within this flow range must have an
individually engineered system that is designed
to remove 50% of the nitrogen concentration.  
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COMAR Reg.
Cont. by Rob Sell
For any non-residential system, the total nitrogen comment cannot be assumed to be 60 mg/l as it is for
residential waste.  The nitrogen concentration must be determined by effluent sampling from the source
or a similar use, or if sampling is not possible, concentrations can be taken from published information on
facilities with similar wastewater characteristics.  The treatment system must be design to remove 50% of
the nitrogen concentration as agreed upon by the approving authority.  The system must also be designed
with consideration of the biological oxygen demand, total suspended solids, fats oils and grease content and
alkalinity of the effluent. As with residential BAT system, installers of these systems must be certified by both
MDE and the treatment plant manufacturer.  The installer must take the BAT installer course that is offered
by MDE annually and must provide documentation from the manufacturer that he is approved to install their
equipment.
• New language was added to the criteria for approving a holding tank.  The new regulations have essentially
adopted the MDE policy known as R.S. #7 which requires the property to have a “legally occupied and legally
situated dwelling.” The regulation also clarified that there may be no expansion or changes in use for a
property served by a holding tank that would result in a potential increase in wastewater generated onsite.
To review the regulations in their entirety, go the following website: http://www.dsd.state.md.us/comar/SubtitleSearch.
aspx?search=26.04.02.*

BRF Septic System Program Update
by Kevin Koepenick
MDE continues to work out the introduction of
a web-based database that will be used to track
BAT installations and monitor O & M compliance
throughout the state. The MOWPA Board was given
a presentation of the database by MDE at the Board
meeting on January 12, 2015.  MDE still needs to finish
the QA/QC of the data and work out the details about
providing access to all the various users.
As of January 1, 2015, the Bay Restoration Fund
has been used to upgrade over 6000 properties
from conventional septic systems to Best Available
Technology (BAT) for nitrogen removal. About 60% of
these upgrades were inside of the Chesapeake Bay
Critical Area (1000’ from tidal water).
As of July 1, 2014, the income eligibility criteria for BRF
funding is:
• Household incomes of $300 K or less – 100%
funding
• Household incomes of greater than $300 K – 50%
funding
MOWPA

• Non-profit entities – 100% funding
• Business entities (including partnerships and LLCs)
– 50% funding
BRF money can still be used to cover the complete
cost of a BAT and field system if the property owners
meet the low-income eligibility criteria.  BAT grant
money may also be used to cover the cost of a
holding tank or the cost to connect an existing septic
system to public sewer on a case-by-case basis as
determined by MDE. To read the guidance document
go to: http://www.mde.state.md.us/programs/Water/
BayRestorationFund/OnsiteDisposalSystems/Pages/
Water/cbwrf/index.aspx
On January 7, 2015, the Maryland Board of Public
Works approved an additional $1,495,000 to be used
in addition to the previously approved $14,999,000 for
septic system upgrades between July 1, 2014 and June
30, 2015.   
The Maryland Board of Public Works also approved
the allocation of $1,060,000 from the BRF to counties
for the administration and implementation of the new

       Contact us at 443.570.2029 or info@mowpa.org

3

BAT regulations.  Counties could participate at one of 3 different levels as follows:
• Level 1: Processing Permits for New BAT Installations
• Level 2: Tracking Operations & Maintenance (O & M) for BATs
• Level 3: Enforcement of O & M Requirements for BATs
It is presumed that MDE will be responsible for tracking and enforcement in counties that did not choose
to participate at levels 2 and 3. Below is a listing of what each county has been awarded, and what level of
responsibility they have elected.  Please refer to your local county administrator of the Bay Restoration Fund for county
specific grant application criteria.

County

Grant Award

Allegany Co.1  Level 1

$100K  / $22.5K2

Anne Arundel Co. Level 1

$3.049M  / $100K2

Baltimore Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$600K  / $75K2

Calvert Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$1.268M / $75K2

Caroline Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$329K /   $100K2

Carroll Co. Level 1

$417K / $62.5K2

Cecil Co. Level 1

$942K / $100K2

Charles Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$498K / $50K2

Dorchester Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$740K / $100K2

1
Frederick Co. Level 1, 2

$384K / $100K2

Garrett Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$145K / $12.5K2

Harford Co. Level 1, 2

$455K / $100K2

Howard Co.1 Level 1

$214K / $22.5K2

Kent Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$438K / $100K2

Montgomery Co. 1 Level 1

$409K / $22.5K2

Prince Georges Co. Level 1

$168K

Queen Anne's Co. Level 1

$1.005M / $100K2

Somerset Co. Level 1

$303K

St. Mary's Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$1.453M / $100K2

Talbot Co. Level 1, 2, 3

$893K / $62.5K2

Washington Co. 1 Level 1

$232K

Wicomico Co. Level 1

$570K / $100K2

Worcester Co. Level 1, 2

$387K / $15K2
1 Program administered by Canaan Valley Institute
2 Allocated by MD Board of Public Works on Jan 7, 2015.

MOWPA

       Contact us at 443.570.2029 or info@mowpa.org

4

Education & Training Opportunities
2015 Class Schedule and Description
To provide increased awareness and planning time for attendees, below are
the scheduled training opportunities being presented by MOWPA in 2014.

OSDS Inspections – Practices and Procedures
February 18, 2015 – Anne Arundel County Health Dept.,
Annapolis, MD

This 1-day course is approved by MDE and will satisfy the legal
requirements for conducting septic inspections for real estate transactions
in Maryland.  MOWPA has offered this course at numerous locations
around the state.  This class is typically offered once each year in January.  
Let us know you are interested in us hosting a class in your area.

MOWPA classes educate Maryland
Onsite Professionals in latest
industry and regulatory
developments.
MOWPA has been approved as a
provider of Continuing
Professional Competency
requirements by the
Md Board of Engineers

Operations and Maintenance (O&M)
Service Provider Certification

March 17, 2015
Howard County Bureau of Utilities, Columbia, MD

Advanced OSDS Design Workshop
from June 2014.

Any person conducting O&M on BAT systems in Maryland must
complete this course (or other similar course approved by
MDE) in addition to getting certified by the BAT manufacturer.
The 1 day course (previously 2 days) has recently been
revised and is designed to provide knowledge on the proper
operations and maintenance for pre-treatment units as well
as innovative and alternative dispersal systems. Waste Haulers
do not have to take this course, but should obtain approval
from the manufacturer before cleaning a BAT system’s trash
compartment (see info on BAT Waste Haulers Training).  This
course is typically offered once each year in March.

Advanced OSDS Design Workshop
Date and Location to be Determined

MOWPA worked with NOWRA and MDE to develop this course that provides training from national experts on
how to layout and design innovative and alternative OSDS, with a focus on sand mounds, low pressure dosing,
at-grade mounds, and drip dispersal. This 3-day course includes classroom instruction as well as hands-on training
in the field.  It is assumed that all participants will have experience in conventional OSDS design.  The Site
Evaluation for OSDS is a recommended prerequisite for this class. This class was offered in July 2014, and is being
revised to accommodate feedback from the first offering.

MOWPA strives to be the voice of the industry. So please, if you have any suggestions for future
classes, contact us. We need to hear from you. 443.570.2029 or info@mowpa.org
MOWPA
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2015 Class
Schedule and
Description Cont.

Save the Date:
MOWPA 2015
Conference

BAT Installers Course

Time and Location to be determined
MOWPA developed this course in cooperation with MDE.  
Completion of this 2-day course will satisfy the regulatory
requirements needed for BAT installers in Maryland.  The
course is based on the materials developed by the Consortium of Decentralized Wastewater Treatment (CIDWT) and
will cover all aspects of OSDS installation including OSDS
regulations, installation techniques and materials, pumps
and controls, as well as an overview of BAT technologies.

Site Evaluation for OSDS

Save the Date
Wednesday
November 10
2015

Time and Location to be determined
Lead by Clifford E. Stein of CPSS/CPSC, Senior Soil Scientist, Earth Data, Inc, this 2-day course (one day in the
classroom and one day in the field) provides detailed
instruction on the proper field methodology and test procedures for conducting onsite sewage disposal site evaluations and making decisions about site suitability. Special
emphasis is given to understanding and describing soil
properties. This course is recommended for OSDS designers, engineers, sanitarians, and installers. The next course
is tentatively planned for spring 2015 at a location with
Piedmont soils.

The 2015 MOWPA Conference will be held
at the Elks Lodge 622
(2 Pythian Drive, Edgewater MD 21037)
http://www.elks.org/lodges/home.
cfm?LodgeNumber=622

BAT Waste Haulers Training Course
Date and Location to be Determined

Hosted by MOWPA and taught by various BAT manufacturers, this ½ day class is designed to give waste haulers instruction on how to properly pump various BAT
units.   This course has been offered numerous times
at locations throughout the state. Let us know you are
interested in us hosting a class in your area.  
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MOWPA Board

President:
Eddie Harrison
Harrison Contracting
410-795-8691
RDSEFE@aol.com

Vice President:
Kevin Koepenick
Baltimore County EPS
410-887-2762
kkoepenick@baltimorecountymd.gov
Secretary/Treasurer:
Tim Shotzberger
Home Land Septic Consulting
443-995-5385
tim@mdwellandseptic.com

Engineer/Site Evaluator
Rob Sell, P.E.
McCrone, Inc.
410-267-6947 ext. 223
rsell@mccrone-inc.com

Engineer/Site Evaluator
Tom Ernst
Ernst Environmental Services, Inc.
410-288-5081
ernstenvser@comcast.net

Installor/Contractor:
George Schooley
Legacy  Septic  and Excavation
410-840-8766
gschooley@legacyseptic.com

Manufacturer:
David Duree
Advance Systems
443-398-6185
dduree@earthlink.net

Regulator:
Amy Hart
Howard County Bureau of Utilities
410-313-2723
ahart@howardcountymd.gov

Installor/Contractor:
Dwayne Jones
Jones Pump Service, Inc.
410-836-9206
manager@jonespumpservice.com

Check Us Out ONLINE
We’ve re-designed our web site!
Visit us at http://www.MOWPA.org

Newsletter Design by Kristen Conn       

443.614.0463 or kconn1481@verizon.net
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